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Leopold PFO Post
Encouraging Kids. Connecting Families. Serving Leopold.
Bi-Monthly Newsletter
Bake Sale
Almost as important as
voting, Leopold holds an
election day bake sale!
Because our school is a
polling site, we get lots
of customers wanting
our baked goods.
Consider dropping off
some goodies to sell.

November / December 2012
PFO Meeting
Come catch up with
other parents at the bimonthly PFO meeting
on Tuesday, November
13 at 7 p.m.

Pizza, Pizza
Leopold Night at Little
Cesar’s will be
November 13 from 4-9
p.m. Grab a pizza or
two, or buy a gift card
for a future purchase.
Either way, Leopold gets
a percentage of the
evening’s proceeds.

Movie Night
Come watch a movie at
school! The second movie
night of the year will be
held on Tuesday
December 11, during
open school house. Wear
your pjs and enjoy the
show.

need to enter the west facing doors that
face our upper parking lot. When you
arrive at the doors, you will need to press
a button and wait to be buzzed into the
school. This security feature is being is
being implemented at all schools
throughout the school district. A reminder
that students may not be dropped off or
picked up before or after school in either
of our two parking lots.

Focus on REACH Science
Kelsey Kosterman, REACH science teacher
In all of the grades we spent time getting to
know each other, learning about different
types of scientists and realizing they come
from all different ethnic backgrounds, can
speak different languages and can be both
male and female.
The kindergarteners have been learning and
practicing the scientific process through a
variety of experiments. They used different
variables to see which material would clean
a penny best. They also made predictions
about what would happen when we
combined Little
Blue and Little
Yellow. Most
recently, we have
been learning
about and using
our five senses to
observe.
The first and
second graders
began in the garden learning about all of the
delicious food we grow there. We had the
opportunity to harvest, observe and
describe different fruits and vegetables. We
have also been learning about producers,
continued on next page
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DLI Meeting
If you have a student in
the dual immersion
program, join DLI
teachers on December
19, from 6-7:15 p.m. to
talk about literacy
programs used at
Leopold.

B R E A K FA S T R O U T I N E

From the
Principal’s Office

Whether your child is an occasional
visitor to our Leopold cafeteria for
breakfast, or is a daily guest, please know
that our intent is to begin the day in the
John Burkholder, Leopold Principal
best way possible for our students. While
The year is off to a great start! Students are our goal is to provide students with
access to the most important meal of the
settling nicely into routines and getting to
know new teachers and support staff. Our day, we also strive to insure that students
are arriving to their classes on time and
school wide enrollment count as of this
ready to begin the day with their teachers
writing is 657. This total is 21 students
below projections, but our enrollment does and classmates. Students may come to the
cafeteria for breakfast beginning at
typically trend upward through October
7:25am every school day. Breakfast will be
and into November. As our students settle
available for students up until the 7:40am
into routines both new and old, I would like
morning bell, after which the service
to take this time to review some routines
windows close for the morning. Students
that we have for parents and other adult
can stay in the cafeteria eating breakfast
visitors to our school.
until 7:42am. Students need to clear the
V I S I T I N G O U R L E O P O L D C A M P U S cafeteria promptly when directed to avoid
being tardy and to participate in morning
Visitors arriving to our Leopold campus
between the hours of 8:30am and 2:30pm continued on next page
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REACH Science continued

Principal’s Office continued

consumers and decomposers and how they
interact with each other. Focusing on
decomposers we have been working on
digging them up and speeding up the
decomposition process in our compost piles.
Each child also adopted a tree in the school
forest. They will periodically record their
observations
about their trees
over time.

policy does not allow students to remove breakfast or lunch food from the
cafeteria.

The third graders
also spent time in
the garden
harvesting
pumpkins as well as learning how to care for and
maintain the area. The children used estimation,
weight and measurement to predict how many
seeds were in their pumpkin. Finally, they cut
them open to count and verify. We then
incorporated some food science, learning how to
make a delicious treat out of our pumpkins. We
also have been learning about photosynthesis.
We used the process of chromatography to
extract the color from the leaves to answer the
question: Why do leaves change color?

P O S I T I V E B E H AV I O R S U P P O R T ( P B S ) S Y S T E M

The fourth and
fifth graders
began exploring
flight. By doing
experiments on
the different
forces involved:
gravity, lift and thrust, as well as Bernoulli’s
principle, the children have a better
understanding of how things are able to fly.
They then put these new principles to the test
by creating their very own flight experiment
using different paper airplane models and
answered individually created questions.
If you have
any questions
or are
interested in
coming in, I
am always
looking to
involve
families in the lab. Feel free to contact me at
kkosterman@madison.k12.wi.us or call the
school office.
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C O N C E A L E D C A R R Y L AW
Despite changes to state law permitting individuals who are properly licensed to
carry concealed weapons, including firearms, it continues to be a violation of state
and federal law, specifically the Gun-Free School Zone statutes, to possess firearms
in or on the grounds of a school. Furthermore, it continues to be a violation of
District Policy (Board Policy 4234) to possess or to carry any knife or dangerous
weapon on district property, or while attending a school sponsored activity.
AND

YOU

PBS is a system that helps all children improve their behavior at school, at home,
and in the community. Applied school wide, it defines, teaches, and supports
appropriate student behavior to create positive school environments. At Leopold,
we define five school expectations for behavior: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be
Responsible, Be Kind, and Be There-Be Ready. This is known as Leopold’s “High
Five”. Specific behaviors that correspond to each of these five expectations are
taught to all students. A matrix for parent and visitor behavior has also been
developed. This matrix is presented below and describes our general expectations
for parents and visitors to our Leopold campus. Please review the matrix and
remember that you too are a role model for all our students.
EXPECTATION

PARENT/VISITOR BEHAVIORS

Be Safe

Follow all rules of the road when dropping off and
picking up your child. Sign in at the main office and
wear a Visitor’s Pass when going to classrooms.

Be Respectful

Share concerns about your child’s education or the
school in a constructive manner.

Be Responsible

Be sure your child gets to bed on time and arrives at
school on time and ready to go each day. When
volunteering, follow through on your assigned
duties as directed.

Be Kind

Always use school appropriate language in tone,
volume, and content when on our Leopold campus.

Be There, Be Ready

Make every effort to attend classroom and school
events that involve your child such as open house
and parent-teacher conferences. Arrive on time for
your volunteer assignments, or call 24 hours in
advance if you won’t be able to make it.

LOST

AND

FOUND

Please help us to keep our school’s Lost and Found to a manageable number of
items by writing with permanent maker the name of your child into items such as
backpacks, lunchboxes, jackets, hoodies, sweatshirts, etc., etc. Thanks!
On behalf of our entire school staff and the students we serve, thank you in
advance for following through on all the above described routines!
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VISTA Report

Mary Connor, Leopold Librarian

Jennifer Compton, Americorps VISTA

The 2012-2013 school year is off to a great
start in the library. All the classrooms
have been to the library at least twice.
The kindergartners and first graders
come every week while the other grades
come every other week.

Greetings Timberwolf Parents!

Kindergarten check out started the week
of October 8th. Each student was able to
check out one book. A letter was sent
home with the children outlining the
process for kindergarten. Basically, the
checked out book must be returned before
a child can check out a different book.
Upcoming events in the library include an
author visit on November 6th. The author
is George Ella Lyon. I as yet do not know
what time she will be at Leopold because
the visit is being coordinated with other
school visits. I will be sending information
home as time approaches.
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Tuesday nights, 6-8pm, Leopold Elementary is the place to be! We have an exciting
new schedule of activities for our Open Schoolhouse:
November 13: Math Night! Come play math games, estimate your chances to win a
giant jar of M&M’s, find math games online, and more!
November 20: Family Board Games, bring your favorites or come play ours
November 27: an informational night for parents about Infinite Campus
December 4: Our Poetry Slam will turn the school into a Leopold Coffee House. Be
sure to submit your poems, songs, or stories to read for an audience
December 11: Movie Night sponsored by the PFO
December 18: Warm up with hot cocoa and snacks at our Fireside Chat
We will always have our library, gym, and computer lab open for use, Family
ZUMBA from 6:15-7:15, healthy snacks, and our new Art in the Park Mural project in
collaboration with the Leopold Neighborhood Association. Watch your child’s
backpack mail for notification about special nights where we’ll serve dinner and hold
drawings for prizes- for kids AND adults!

Another upcoming event is Leopold’s
annual Book Fair. The Book Fair will be
January 28-January 31, 2013. I anticipate
the Book Fair will be open January 29th
and 30th until 7:00 as has been in the past.

If you have any questions, want to get involved, or have other ideas for Leopold,
always feel free to contact me at jcompton@madison.k12.wi.us, 204-4334, or stop by
my office in the main office at the school. I work on all things that bring the school
together with parents and the community and can help put your ideas in motion.

The 4th and 5th grade Book Bowls will
start before Winter Break. The book lists
are available and children can check out
the books at anytime. I will be visiting 4th
and 5th grade classrooms sometime in
December to present Book Bowl
information to all the children.

Thanks for all you do to make this a true parent/school partnership!

Families can always contact me at
204-4253 or at
mconnor@madison.k12.wi.us.
Leopold PFO Post Nov/Dec 2012

3

L

Parent Volunteer
Spotlight
A Q&A with Sara Dawkins
LPP: Who is/
are your kid(s)
at Leopold
(name and
grade)?
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past 2 years and organized the volunteers this year. I have also volunteered small
amounts of time to help set up the rummage sale and organize race packets for the
Timberwolf Trample. I helped create the rain garden in front of the school last spring
and had blisters to prove it! Last year we helped out with Giving Tree items and class
parties, too. I am starting some volunteer time in the classrooms for both Aubrey and
Miles next month. It'll just be a short amount of time on Mondays, but they’re excited.
I'll be involved in planting the vegetable garden next spring. We also collect Box Tops
for Education, which is a small but easy way to help out.
LPP: What do you enjoy about volunteering?

SD: What I enjoy most about volunteering is how proud our boys are to "show-off"
SD: My
their school to their dad and me. They love introducing us to friends, and it's great to
husband, J.C.,
be able to finally connect a face with the name you've been hearing so much from
and I have two your child! We've also found it very beneficial to get some face-to-face time with
boys at
teachers and staff and to meet other parents. When we moved here in 2011, we didn't
Leopold. Miles know a soul at Leopold. It was very difficult to feel connected to the school. But once
is in DLI Kindegarten with Maestra
we started to get involved with various school activities, we became much more
Nguyen, and Aubrey is in 5th grade with comfortable with the Leopold community. We both feel we have a better
Mrs. Czech. We moved back to Wisconsin understanding of their overall learning experience at Leopold because of the time
when Aubrey was in 3rd grade, so we've we've spent there.
been at Leopold since February 2011.
LPP: How has volunteering affected your relationship with your kids?
LPP: What do you and your family do
SD: I think our boys feel that "school" is something we all participate in as a family. As
outside of school activities (work,
I mentioned, they are proud to share their school, and they love it when they hear
hobbies, activities, etc.)?
we're helping out with an event. It definitely makes our relationship stronger, which is
SD: Both my husband and I work outside difficult for all of us to do, to have that connection with our kids, considering our
the home. I am a Physician Assistant in
crazy work, school and after-school schedules.
Emergency Medicine and have a very
LPP: Any words of advice for others who might be
erratic work schedule, much of which is
wanting to get involved at school?
unfortunately on the weekends! I also
enjoy running, gardening and cooking
SD: First of all, there are many parents who volunteer
when I have time. My husband is
much more of their time than I do, and I feel they
training youth and adult athletes in
deserve a HUGE kudos! Although my contributions
speed and agility at Champion Style
have been small, every hour I spend at the school
Athletics and helping to manage the
makes me feel that much more a part of the Leopold
gym. Our boys are involved in sports,
community and more connected to my kids' overall
including football, basketball and soccer,
educational experience. The involvement of ALL
which keeps us on the run! J.C. has been
Leopold parents is vital to the success of our school.
coaching West Regents Youth Football for
All it takes is an hour or so wherever you can squeeze
the past two years and helped coach
it in, and I promise it will be worth your time in the
youth basketball last year. We also
long run. So the next time you get your PFO Newsletter or email from
participate in school and community
SignUpGenius.com, please check it out and take the leap!
activities, try to take advantage of all
Madison has to offer and spend time with
extended family whenever possible.
LPP: What things do you volunteer for
at school (PFO, classroom, etc.)?
SD: Although my work schedule doesn't
allow for huge contributions, I try to
volunteer whenever I can. My husband
and I volunteer for FunFest, and one of
us goes on each of the boys' field trips. I
have helped out with Picture Day for the
4
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Funny Things Kids Say to Teachers

FROM THE

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America.
MARIA: Here it is.
TEACHER: Correct. Now class, who discovered America?
CLASS: Maria.
______________________________________________________

If your house is like ours, we’ve settled
into a routine of homework, activities
and some occasional fun this school
year. I know many parents struggle
with helping their kids take
responsibility for their own schoolwork,
even if it’s just bringing their folder
pinterest.com
back to school. Sometimes I feel like it’s
a fine line between guiding and doing things myself. One thing
that helps us is good organizational
systems. Where do we put things that
need to be returned to school? How can
my kids take some responsibility for
their own schedules and getting gear
ready for activities? Where can we
work on homework so I’m available for
assistance but it’s not too loud? What
works for one family may not work for
pinterest.com
another but there are some great ideas
online to help
organize your home for a {relatively}
peaceful school year.

TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.
TEACHER: What are you talking about?
DONALD: Yesterday you said it’s H to O.
______________________________________________________
TEACHER: Winnie, name one important thing we have
today that we didn’t have ten years ago.
WINNIE: Me!
______________________________________________________
TEACHER: Glen, why do you always get so dirty?
GLEN: Well, I’m a lot closer to the ground than you are.
______________________________________________________
TEACHER: Millie, give me a sentence starting with “I”
MILLIE: I is...
TEACHER: No, Millie, Always say, “I am”
MILLIE: All right. ”I am the ninth letter of the alphabet.”
______________________________________________________
TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his
father’s cherry tree, but also admitted it. Now, Louie, do you
know why his father didn’t punish him?
LOUIS: Because George still had the axe in his hand….
______________________________________________________
TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers
before eating?
SIMON: No sir, I don’t have to, my Mom is a good cook.
______________________________________________________
borrowed from darnfunnyonline.com
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iheartorganizing.blogspot.com

TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math
multiplication on the floor?
JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables.
______________________________________________________

PFO PRESIDENT

At our house, we’ve made our back door
into a giant chalkboard where we put up
the weekly schedule for each of our three
kids. After homework is done and papers
are emptied, folders that need to go back
to school are placed
in an “out” bin.
Lunches are packed the night before and
clothes are set out in outfits that the kids
get to pick from. With three busy kids,
these things have definitely helped us run
a smoother household! If you have great
ideas, post them on our pfo facebook
page so others can check them out!
Happy organizing.
exchange.kodak.com
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